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L. %he ottached memorandun is sulwmitted in resoonse 0 & request Ion

sgrlers of your organlattlon recelvwed yesterdoy.
{

2. Thisg rmvt:wmncl’ i oexauines the reobhlen of smt:‘ng in tha hastor of
.7‘1‘?.?“1"01”";’ the cwdlnbility of dred(rcs, various courses of getion avallable

o Horth sxint:"m, and the econcnic and xdlitary fnmpoct of the potential
cravation.  In responge o a request received this rorning there is also
Tuded a etatenaent on the imyoch of bl.ocl'ms eornletely the npyroach *"ox'
ol LLG oy Lo Imir’lmv,a

3. O mwf:sr mde conelnder that t’hcwa weald be no pigniticont shoet
Long Lexn cncwu\'ic ivpact reenliing from the potentisl oporetions, ond
r offest on tho u?«i}itv of Horth Vietomn $o franepost rdlitary m*nﬂl Lo
nbions would lw'wver, contritute o the yroblems alyesly cone
the cozmtw o:z tert ogala the willingess of Cormuandst Chiva and
e CHSE o provide odditionnl aid do North Vietamns
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' Attochment .
foonenle mzdi‘.;‘.liimry Topect of Deptruction af»l‘:m:‘i(a:ms

iu the rort of Hairhong

here bra 5 droedges eoployed in the port of Halrhong ool o atal of

5 1 Perth Tictnoo. One dredge ab Naizhong is of the modern sueblon-type
2 Fentet mamynebure sith a capncelty of 950 cublc yurds per hour and the
ing @ nem lowecoracity clamebusket Gyres. In awier to lm’a.r}le CORan-
eing the horbor needn constant and pysternbic deedging. in rx:‘-mﬁ:l*‘
tdon the Casal Muritive nnd the channel in the Cua Can River which ewtenis
cema 00 riles bofore enplying into the (wif of Tomkda, must be dredged.

o dvedpes vere nvallobla, it 1o eotimmted that the heror weald ba
aletoly blocked 5o ocenngoing ships within 6 nonths.

[

YT, Actions Available to Nordth Vietnsnm IS Dredees Are DNesbrored

10 vhe three dredges in the port of lleirhong wore destrayed thera aye
paveral conpses availnoble to Torth Vietnon 4 sttesyting to Feep the porb
apen for ocenngedng ohips oy in ottenmpting to comperente for the lecs of
n pewticn or wll of tho pork's cameity to hanils eecborne o

T

ettt

A. Tedenloy Other Tredoea dn Movth Vietnan to =i

The Pive rermining dredpes in Mowth Vietnen ave lelieoved to be weed
rpipedvally Tor dmprovenent of the inland wuberwnye, ond Tor paintenance

of {he reawived channel Septh for Nam Divh, o winoy port fov constal traf~
tim, Teries the radny season {ewrrently undexvoy) the raquirement fov
Ayedmlng on the inland wmberveys jrocticelly dlsappenxs 89 that the dredges
newnily nlloceted to this parpose could be nered to Bolrhong. M.t?mug‘q;
tpredeos ore ofF lov commclty they, nevertheless, conld ccuwfensate o
anb esent for the loss of tho Fafvhong dredges.

v

B, :@}f.‘:&q cr Tuy Deedgez frou Covmmist China ond the USER

wvlet Chine hos Ovedess esployed in the herdore et Fort Boyned

amd Cantown oud 3n the analler harbers of Hodnon Ielapd. IX Coremniot China
cove witling to Lovepo the pork luywoivements In which some of there dredecs
ieyed 1t would e yosglble to move them Lo Taiyhong in & to 3
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wocks.  The povereot of dredpes eapleyed in the Soviet Fay Dosh woull ko
%obo U weelal Tho wovenent of @relges fren Soviet ports in the Mnck Sea

Cwould toke § Lo 10 vecka. Pinally, the comstruckion of the hwlls for low-
capucdey dpedges could rrehubly be mndertshen in the severalk toos yords

ot Halrhong. Clus-buchets, cablus snd machinery would hive to be dwportsd
Swon Chdon ox the UKCR. Conpletion of euch low.capueily dredres would
.

rrohobly teka § 4o 10 woslto.

Co Uze of Small Crofh eg Dightors

Ao the horbor ond chuonels begin o s41% upy for lack of dredaging
the Horth Vieteeress could enploy the nuserius herbor eralh fuoh os
Mighters, arzes, juks and gompens to offlond ravts of the corgd of osenn~-
golng shipn predor to their entering the channel leadine to Jadrhong.

VAth the dyoll reduced; oceongoing shipys conld then proceed to noyiml une
leaddng ersen within the harbor. The chief pecblenm in-an operation of ibis
type windd arlee dn the hondldng of otleva. North Vietnam is knowm to heve
onky 2 emaldd tranepdrd tankevs baged at eirhong. The deadwelchis tonrame .
oL there craft fs about 300 tons ench. It couldl tebke oo long es 10 days

90 offlend suidicient petrolecm from & 10,000 ton oller to make it rossible
e ogach en okley W proveed to the natroloum plere

D Use af Dadlecod or fruck Transpors to Compenacte for Peduntion in
i mogity ofF Doavionng
7
A railrond sod thres rends comect the Frangsi Remion and Hwongtung
Provivee of China with Honol and Hoiphong. ID HDofthong were o booose
pletoly oy rortinlly wusable all foport tyalflio and the bulk of tha

erports viieh noruelly nove theough Heiphong could be bandied throush Douth
Chiin imardly Ford Dnyarde A consexvabive ectivzte of the CRLDO-

Ihy of the e ae rodl line bedween DMing-hslang, the Lransloading
shmtdo B Chlon, and Hened 42 ebout 3,000 metrie toms (mt) each
unyoper Jnyoow cboub 1.3 willion whoper yeaw. $he conneeting railroad in
“hina hng a bigher carnelty. IS is estimoted that tovord the end of 196k
the volure of goods being roved thvough Pring-helong from China into

Torbh Vietnan was bebween 1,200 and 1,500 wmt pex foy,¥ wich anounbed to
soouh eme-inlf the esbimated capnelty of the line. At this levol of Lpaf-
Tie the weil llne, therefore, could sarry au additional 1,500 to 2,500 mt
per doy dnbo North Vietnsm. 7The estfunted seshorne imports during 1504

anvunied to nt lenst T00,000 and peccibly es high ae 800,000 nt, o
T nding TOFEh Vetnoreso dmyorts and Chinese tyansit traffic noving

cotvesn the Chinesa proviness of Kwvangsi end Yoman by way of the Horth
Viectnayers raileoads.
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<-;*?"%.E:-ic fororen ond the renoindey could b moved 7 lzigg?zrmg,r t::mx::;;c-'rtam%?::u
! | ek ‘cars Yor coryying pelooleun reobizbly woudd
é.ﬂ..“i.ug:ml’.:y neomdered Uy the Horth Vietnerege iT thie r,c.n C

o yrere Uo be ghifted to rall Sranapcat. Sorn g,'cl;;'nlexmf; cdncts
coved in Cxese Uy vadl or twudk sad hy tonk ok bubt would ro-

o bipm ond expenoe Shon the movenment by LoiTlt Coare

. o vy R ~ T O A T B S R Lo st oy
tetcon 1,000 el 2,300 w6 per foy. The ynilvond could cariy L2 MRJORLY

P s
L. shoTidn?

¥

mopoets throaeh Unirhong wera eatirnted to hr_:ya 'h-ﬂ::cr} mhmt.'k .590,(:00 X
wb o pheeh 0,500 ob per doy In 1064, Parougs the volbnme r:!.ai CTPOrLe sb-Emc
roy Chten Ty rall te not laree owrrently, the railrond ?o 'y ﬂng—imim_)‘(: h:..:T
evfrdatort copendity GO movn olk aexporke thod ore wmmrs-x.ly_‘e:{;m-‘t.eﬁ t:::fcu,-g.a
Todyuens.  Sope of these enpords, ave apatiie, and other 1or-value, hich-
ol senrodition, hoever, awd the additionel eost of rail trangport o
an roes fo Zhe worte of China would bo so great as o woke the ymvca thot
wonld have 50 bo charged not cotpebitive dn world mrvkets. Thus, P.cr'{:h*

Lo ronkd Be denied the ability to acquive fereten exchonge, o eonsideva~
siony whiel 10 nob of great impovtence in the Isrgc-en‘b gitnntion.

n. tpe of the Porbs ol Com Fha and Moo Gy

¥ AN M5 3
stepth Viotnaom hon only twe porba, In sddition to Dondrbond, ngﬂh
Lpedata AT nr ahina.  These ere the ports of Qam Tha

ron : Saba nrpe OoLney ra A g
evl fion Gay, doewsed northensd of Halrhong. They ave a-:.;-;,«ocim.‘:‘.} Cfg‘lflmr{.&
R ;:‘é"\'i and ke very Rindted Pacilitiea for ondling o\:uex'l:;ifst??
P BLVLA Y NI 344 e ..4.-a e y 2 . . Seg ey wLE he
toreover, nedtber of thess Torts hos reil x,msmc»-f:m with ¢

e, synten of Herth Vietnam, snd corgo ::zv:fiefk x,gvmli' “!wm‘mh:;s‘ t:?s
argvied Yy rood, burge end othenw conatal c:."b. - Phow u:.maﬁ,. ,:‘ uck

: v oniovity regrirerents for trucks would limlt tho u».;i}os.

so elear thase rerts altbough scoe imr?jr:: L*.':rg.;? gonir“ E\f»
wnloedod By ustng shivn feenr.  Shire could #lag \‘mla‘fm cz:z:;.;g '-,n ;n:,c;t\;;w .x;
v oonpbal cralt, babt tha dlatsuces }mrol\rc-zc‘l Lo t:l-!:.u Trven .‘,\{, ong
ol she dadi of fpeilliics ot Cam ha ond Hon Gay. lend o the crcn:l \Lf.‘;;:n.»’.'i
nnt thase worha esmnot o regarded ag complate gl‘ccmntf«awto Had f; ac.;::ér
ay coeld Lo usel, oo winor entent s albernntes to Hndrhomg, horey

. wyry Py pomed e Endrioner.
comt, thot atlting prevented oceangolng ehilps Prov. petving Hedphong

dry thay

Lviziaa

Al Tuilrpdng Depwing
; : R
A7 Herth Viotmm's botal fopaign teade, ot lenst 20 perisntpot its
5 and shows HO percent of dte exports move Lhrough bi‘}c port of Iﬁi-«
ety branspoyh noommts Yo wmesh of the rewnloing 70 rexeont of
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wafo dnnorks, bub only o cuelld omousd of its expurio. Tk

Liorsrvoent of tha experis aonsiod Lor the most part of oool, which
¥ 2 radnly dhetush the ecad ports of Com Fha oxd Hon Goy.
ropt o Todrhoan hes gn eshbiroded onracity of sloud 4,500 mh jper day of
coveo (o dveed 1.6 peidiion mb yer y&wrg and D00 b per dny of petroe
lows v indh {ov nearly 300,000 ot per veow). Daring 159%, doportn of
cargo roving throngh Indrhong are esbimmied €0 have bean at least 560,000
; soonidly vs high ap GU0,000 wt. Irpovts of dry cavge throwsh Hai-
Theng in G0 cve entimated ek abont 000,000 v, giving n total of 1.4 million
5owiildion rlh of dvy cargo -- o level which appecnchedl tha cepacily of
Tho poyd Tow duy eexgo.  To 2ddition, aboub 3R2,000 mt of retroioum prolucts
were deported theough Indphong In 2904, o dovel of stoud holl the port
wedty S retrolecnt.

Tpcnrg Worth Vietnam has onldy L faly sirddeargo shilp used roinly
; Tomgy Kong end Halzhong and a few spall abipe veed meinly Con constal
ey vhrtually old of its seatorne trads o carried In forefpm porchant
e Adthough o precles division of ehiy sywivels by pord of prylval
raomed, e rede 3 % e estimated that ot lesst 25 of ebeud 500 Tovelgn ship
mls in 196k weve mode et the rord of Hodyhong. The rematning arrivels
st euhirely ot Com Fan and Hon Gay to lond conl. A lreckiom
e Diang of the cotimated syeivals ab Heirhong ie eham in the neeompemying

fatva Pirying Free World flogs eccounted £or noarly 60 parcent of
ivaln and sboub A7 poxcont of the gross regioter tomnge of shipa
1 2n Modyhong In 1985, while Corountst Chinece ships ncoountsd for
wh oof the aredvals ond ebout 12 percent of tha tonega. The re-
pevivals at Hadrhong conzigted of ebout an eqel mwbor of ohips
s UEER aed frow vhe Jurovesn Sotellite coundrlos. '

Altheuph pdvdler dnto for Hedybone duedng the fivat port of 1969
Toonnh yeh availoable, the norber of rhipy arelvels ok oll Neridh Vietuoiese
v observed during the flvet Dive montbe of 1665, 7 projected on an

nitdeates that the lavel of foreinn trode rassing theoush

ly hag increcsed dn 1065. The murker of Ives Voxdd flag
rrdvals ot ol rorts in Noebdh Vietnan fncressed chout IQ percont in
2% cusrhber over the 2064 lavel ond nrrivela Ly Bloe shiys inerecse
In 1065 pent of the chire huve eslled ot Yoirheng end
2ol fo othor porte to loodl conl.

&
o334 4

e

ig 3leo tho Yocal yoint Lox puch of North Vietnem's in-
watery traffic. The post lsportant coastal woter trolfle

I -

e L

S
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e ﬁaﬁ.ph«’r«ny;. Me most importent inkvmd sater traffic proubably is thoe vovenent
of forelen trade and doaestic tradfic on the inland woter nctvork Deitween
-=-y’*vhoxg end Honoi. Decouse wost of thls comstol and inlend wuber tralfié
Lo moved by owall s tea.ae“s, borgus, and other shallow-dralt cralt, this
trailfle w ALl be litble seffosbed by silting in Haiphong howbor.

3

B, Toportsnce of Seehorne Forelen Trade and Coastal Traffic

The North Vietnnmese cconomy, which is baslcoelly oun of subsictence
aerieulture, has only a small nodern industriel. seetor concentroted In &
Fow urbon cenbers, one of which is Haliphong. This suall indusirial, gector
ia henviiy denendent on dmpurts of machine"y and rayv moterinla, peincdpslly
Soom Commund st Ching aud the USSR The country dmporte ittle food, eoven
in poor pgriculiural yeers, and depends lergely on domestic production to
feed 1ta population of abouut 18 million persons. . North Vieinom produces
cndy minoy Ltems of militery equipment -« gremndesy mines, movters, ond
ampanltion for gmall aame. - ana must dmport all of 1te heavy nilitsary equin-
~ent and nost of fte cuall crms, ampmmition, snd medical supplices Srom
Communist comtrlea.

The foreign trade of North Vietn o hus been en dmnortent factor
in the eeocnomic developmont of the country. Machinery and equipnient re-~
mrasented about half of the value of the %otal Imports of North Vietnsm
oo daring 1%1-63. Soviet deliveries of equipmam. for complete plants  grov
e peetileniarly Mwldly,r Aur iur' thin period. st of these eshilyments move
throurh Hadphons.  Imports fron Ccmmxmt.,t Ch.y.ma. congint lavgely of industrilel
row uatord %rs and ;emi-menni‘actu. ed products with mechinery DLeing legs
Trmortent the 14 ds dn inports from the USSR.  Imports from Communlct
Ching move nalnly by rail through Dong Deang and by ship through Halphong.
The moot eritlecl dndustriel supply ltem imported by Porth Vietnow ls petro-
Leun trh'&rf.lz m'r'i Ten nrmclpa.xl:* at Tuiphong Tay tanker. Mogt industrisl chome
leals swre wlgo lmported, although the =swmall indigenous chemdnol industry
ang Accont Leen o*-c:o%ﬂed portlewlerly to praduce chemieal fexr¢lliser,
The country alse immorts sll of ite steel products, pardicularly all of its
raivoad rolling stoek end vebicles, ond most of its complew mechinery,
mabal momnlactures, spure prats, chenlcal fertilizer, and row eotbon.

Hovrth Vietnam exporis hondleraft products made from agricultural
rinls, ldght dxdustriel products, and some unprovessed agr .’u.uJ tural -
v*m—lnc'?:q, altnough exports of the lotter hove declined since J.f)) Broduets
he a"'ﬂa"t"'e induetrien, particulerly coal ond apsbtite, re'nrm,ent

B0 c-uh".; < of the valur of totel exports. Coment and apoatite ore the.
mojor bull commoditles espirited through Haiphong.

B S BN

-5 -

IR TRy
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™. Trraet of the Destraction ot Tieedres

- - . Yo e
Ao Trroot o tha moCRoy

Ta viow of the wlternntive eoureen o rmt:im: ‘;}Lvitlﬁ.lf:b‘;l.? ::2 5::‘:&13;
. b lined o1 Aoy atinated that there g
fhotnom, o wmblined in Ford I nbova, it if e.st.ﬂ: uf‘ -adaucfnf“-en" -
v po porieun shopb o long teim offect on the econdry, a8 O CORLACH e
S g cmes : an the port of Feirhong. ouch an cTers-
in LY o .— ch tm opert
tarn, 3¢ proonnsful, navortholeas, woatd cr.&eat(i 48 gismt-ile ¥R ot c_m’: ;:!;';‘,“ »
A, 4onbien, ond ndd to tha preblems alresdy confronting the ecun ;‘
iR -~ oty o am bk -~ - - N i - ) : \rl .
Yih the short ood Jong term, hovever, it vould be rega: czc% it 'sanﬂrrthn
chollevpe yosher then p entastromw. Tapleoentation of any ol iR

A Geotrortion of the drelges

’*\“\‘n‘- a.v?'r srenguras would requlre herd declsions which wanld invelve tho

AeIndAng manNow nd wouldd
e tlocasion of reladblvely OCRTeD FOROUTLED, i;m.mai,.gg; a..:xfxgwaer,*gv;g il
i kot the wiilingness of Commmisth Chinn ond poshlbly gigod mne U
B weeridn edditdenal add to Soybh Vietnom.

ven on S HAbE

’

Mo
“hore ta no evidence thol carzo mverlq tbr«:mgh;tha 3\01:2; U: Hi’?{ﬁmm
Ty soubained material thob could ba faid to e stx'icui.y x?_%l;.i;nij Qf.,., ot
Ay shigrents to Horih Vietnom ove eubivated o x@:rgcf ﬂz ot

e Oorramdst comirdes by ey of the secure miJ:L"o:ﬁé’u, o x,.;:m y
hod e rnileosd Sransloading atablon o1 !‘30&13 Vietnrrte K T
. Wt vmanks elther contime by il into Hcrth Vietnan c:f :»%:Qt“
o Sxuck 50 otorage nrens in foxth Tietnem. “he :r“irfctzz;{ mf e
‘ oy, bherelowm, woald have 00 3 :«,ct cm tha obilily o

wl ko -
o ciadn pamn Do bhe nilltaxy eabobiiskment, ond Lo oon

» , - ey A
ecring Comulebely the Aneronch For Quennpelng Shipg vo

tho Mocking of an appreosch Lo peeangoing ﬂh‘m -L-c)w adyiong
at confusion. Urgenization of o Trept OF szmi. :r'\w yna-:‘!
nnﬁzieim«:ai in Pory TI, stove, o effontlve mzz::raticsrm way r%Ea;% ancitgﬂp(f
Q,,Q,,,«\<5; The Tiorth Yletnavese presy hag often f.’»ﬂ.i.ifzv._ﬁﬂetl 1,1‘1@J.L£.2‘14" ....ul_.!.‘..; ding
e : evgpatidng dn 01l sz of tranedort and the difiicultien

redl vnloading

o
TIIAlL A

pr

@1
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~hdon betresn the vearlons m':_a of tya xmrnrt. The nee of o larca
mid erndh er?a aloo ,‘m‘u'b'ly dvexrt them Trom whedr noranl
Gomeatdo taalfie o thoe coantnl oand intond wvaderworn. Further.
on
ey

e

‘ ‘r“m hlahops of o ohsn w-l would probally confice in the barbor
loegh O ccoanguing pbiys thod noremlly ere loeiing or unloading carpo.
Temo of those winld be omed Ty Treo Yorld eommbried.

FALEDA,

£,
B v g

norerstunble period of tiwe, howegeer, it would ve poesible, o5

i JI, Yor Herth Vietoon 4o ahift ab leagt s gmall portion
1l gasbarne treds o other ports in Toath Vietnem ond
walnder to the roll ond road fyxonapori eomnecdions
Deth the shert and lomg tern dupnct, thorefore,

tho sewoe as described in Pavt IV, ohove. This coblon,
i r:rr vt preater dndtlal problemy bedause itn rhysicnl ct”"cuc-u
3ol ocemngoing r‘muw?n&, woudd be Inpedlate rutber thor

n tha cope of destroying dredgea. Conntesr-meogures and deci-
Ing vhan would hove 5o be token with grenter wgency. Tor
sk fotadld regerding tha walnerability of Had; "xcm&2 o Dlocknps cea
v, abzarhed heralc.
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Palrerabilitr of the Tort of Folthonn to Dlockara

~a o"‘ mw-e -!:A Modrhiong hayber is Trom the Gl of "r‘»'wi"a uroneh the

oo tha Con Fow Teden ond the Conal Merdtdsw. ©he Cnnald Manie
v 3,5@3 ‘oot long and lmt*.reen 50 andd 700 deet wids. The
wway Ao deedned to o pindm 76 fooh {mz lowr woter ) The depth

@ 5% 1ts noers Imsmtem et d8 shovm on o hydrooparhle
foot, ntd this also 11‘0!3\32333- hag Lﬁ(«n teeer«ene'l to 25 Leat
I “w@ Conal Hardtdne could be effeeiivaely hloched, 'Lho hor-
1 be cloned. %o oceangoing ahinc, 'be"*"vm trore trould
o wossela with drafin of pove than

The Qua Com Blvey onmtlea tnto the CQulf of Tonkin ncu'th o® the Oon
Ire, Tt An 86 shalley thet ocenngolng m#m could neh rove m‘: fn

. Thern 4s a;m:.\tlmr wanch of the Cun Can nopkh “»" 1‘.’*,’“ Coonl Pride
which then empbles ioto tha Cun Fan Triew ard the Gulf of Tonin,

hie truneh, ald Q:zr,jn Jdogrey than the pouthern e, 16 elso £00 phalloer
rovidt oceougoloeg ohlpe 4o trovel throusl 4t. To deopen eitler of theso
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